Willows High School

Introduction to Agriculture
Course Syllabus

Course Title:     Ag Science I
Grade level:              9th
Length of Course:   1 year (1 Semester)
Instructor:             Mrs. Anderson

Course Description: The goal of this course is to develop an understanding of agri-science and a foundation of what agriculture is and entails.  Topics to be covered are: California Agriculture, FFA Opportunities, Leadership development, Parliamentary Procedure, Career Development, and other Agricultural topics relevant to current agricultural issues.

Goals and Objectives: 
· Students will practice, demonstrate, and understand the intricacies of the agricultural industry.
· Students will practice leadership development and demonstrate what leadership and professionalism are.
· Students will explore the opportunities, activities, and contests the FFA has to offer.
· Students will gain a well rounded perspective of the importance of agriculture and the opportunities, tasks, and challenges that lie within.

Course Expectations:
· Every student will bring with them DAILY their AG Science 1 notebook and blue/black ink or pencil to write with. 
· The Ag Science 1 notebook is a large part of this class. This notebook will consist of a three ring binder, blank binder paper, dividers with tabs, a table of contents, and assignment sheet.  This notebook will be graded and is expected to be kept neat, organized and with a professional manner.  Construction of this note book and expectations will be discussed the first week of school. It will contain your notes, hand outs, daily starters, homework, projects etc.
· Attendance is a MUST!  If you are not here you will not be a part of the classroom discussions, activities, and information which enhances your knowledge of the subject matter.  It is your responsibility to talk to a class mate and ask what you missed as well as acquire the appropriate notes/handouts.  For every day you are absent you have one day to make up the assignment. 
· If you need to ask the teacher for clarification about make-up work that is fine.  This MUST be done after class, during lunch, or after school.  Do not waste class time to find out missed information.
·  Missed tests need to be arranged for a make-up before the missed test dates unless you are sick and you need to arrange a time with me when you get back to make up the tests.
· Only excused absences will be allowed the opportunity to make up the work. NO LATE WORK IS ACCEPTED!
· Tests will normally be administered on Fridays unless otherwise noted and you will know the Monday of the week there will be a test.  
· Pop quizzes are subject wit out notice.
· Projects will be discussed as a class and regarded as the topic arises.
· Homework will be assigned weekly.  It is your responsibility to write down the assignment on your notebook assignment sheet, complete it, and turn it in on its due date.
· Due to the nature of this being an AG class a large emphasis is spent on the FFA.  Every student is required to participate in at least 3 FFA activities per semester.  FFA activities will be posted.
· Every student is expected to come to class on time prepared with their notebook and writing utensil, and be prepared to cooperate, engage, and participate in the daily class.  
· Students’ preparation and eagerness to learn is expected and encouraged every day.  The more you get involved in the class the more you will get out of it!
· The moment students walk through the Ag Science 1 classroom door- LEARNING begins.  Everyday will begin with a bell work assignment and all materials out on their desk before the bell rings.
· Walking in after the bell rings will result in a tardy.
· Each semester you begin with 210 participation points- that is 3 pts per day.  Being tardy or unprepared for class will result in a deduction from your participation points.  Unprepared for class results in a 3 pt participation grade reduction.
· 1 free tardy per semester.  Every additional tardy results in a 2 pt grade deduction. 4 or more times tardy results in a call home.
· Extra credit will be assigned as seen fit.
· No food or drink allowed in class except water bottles with water.
· The teacher dismisses the class not the bell.
· Additional procedures and expectations will be discussed the first week of school and throughout the year.


· Graded are based on a percentage of total points. 
· A= 90-100%
· B=80-89%
· C=70-79%
· D= 60-69%
· F = 59% and below

Topics to Be Covered:
· Classroom Structure
· California Agriculture
· History of the FFA
· Supervised Ag Experiences
· Ag Leadership and Development
· Career Development Experience
· Parliamentary Procedure/Communication
· Final Project


Remember if you fail to plan, you plan to fail!

So come each day prepared and willing to learn!  I am excited to be here with you- so be excited to learn with me!
