Willows High School


Agriculture Biology
Willows High School

Course Syllabus

	COURSE TITLE:


	Agriculture Biology

	PREREQUISITE:


	Ag. Science I or consent from teacher

	GRADE LEVEL:


	Sophomore

	LENGTH OF COURSE:


	One Year

	INSTRUCTOR:
	Ms. Samons


Course Description:

The goal of this course is to give students the opportunity to explore biology as it relates to agriculture.  Topics to be studied include opportunities in the FFA, California agriculture, animal production, plant production genetics and record keeping.  Furthermore students are required to participate in at least two FFA activities per semester, which may include leadership training experiences offered by the FFA.

Goals and Objectives:
1. Students will gain a greater knowledge and understanding for the agriculture industry.

2. Students will receive hands-on experience.

3. Students will learn record keeping skills using the FFA Record Book.

4. Each student will further develop leadership skills through involvement in the FFA.

Outline Topics:

1. Lab and Farm Safety

2. Principles of Scientific Investigation

3. Animal Anatomy and Systems

4. Animal Genetics

5. Cell Biology

6. Animal Physiology

7. Animal and Plant Diseases

8. Supervised Agriculture Experience (SAE’s)

9. Career Options

10. Record Keeping

Tests, quizzes, and projects

· Advance notice will be given for all tests and reviews for each test will also be given in advance

· Advance notice may or may not be given for quizzes… pop quizzes are possible and may or may not be open notes- be sure to bring notebook everyday

· Projects will be discussed in class and every project will have specific instructions

Class work, Homework, Notebooks, and FFA activities

· Homework helps reinforce ideas taught in the classroom and will be given throughout the year on a regular basis

· Homework will always be posted on the board and should be copied into the notebook with the correct date

· Every student will have a 3 ring binder that will be their agriculture notebook.  This notebook will hold all notes, handouts, daily starters, homework, and project assignments.

· Notebook will need to be in class everyday and will be graded on completeness without prior notice throughout the year.  Please keep them up to date and accurate.

· Every student will be expected to participate in 2 FFA activities per semester, at least one per quarter.

· FFA activities will be announced and posted in class

Record Book

· Every student will keep an accurate record book that corresponds to his or her FFA projects

· Record books will be graded throughout the year.

Participation, Cooperation, and Attitude

· Every student will be expected to arrive for class prepared with their notebook, paper, and a pen or pencil by the time the tardy bell rings.  If a student must leave class because they are unprepared (missing notebook, paper, writing instrument, etc.) a point deduction will be made from their participation grade.

· 1st semester = 77 attendance days x 5 pts/day = 385 pts. 

· 2nd semester = 99 attendance days x 5 pts/day =495 pts
· Participation, cooperation and a positive attitude are encouraged from every student

Make-up work

The student is responsible for obtaining make-up work on the day he/she returns to class.  The assignments are to be obtained, after school, or during a break. The student has the number of days they were absent to turn in make-up work.   No late work is accepted!
Extra Credit Assignments and Activities
Extra credit assignments are not typically given.  Students may earn extra credit (10 points per activity) by participating in more then 2 FFA activities per semester

Grading

Your letter grade will be calculated on the following percentages:

	Classwork, Homework, Notebook
	50%

	Tests, Quizzes, Large Projects
	20%

	FFA Activities (1 per quarter)
	10%

	Record Boook
	10%

	Participation & Preparedness
	10%


A standard grading scale will be used for calculating final grades.  

Additional Classroom Policies

1. Class begins when you enter the classroom.

2. You will be marked tardy if you are not in your seat and working when the tardy bell rings.

3. Assignments will be handed in at each Friday.

4. You must have an admit slip from the office when returning from an absence or if more than 10 minutes tardy.  Students who must return to the office to get an admit slip will be marked tardy.

5. No food or drink is allowed in the classroom (except water).

6. No hats will be worn inside the classroom.  After 2 warnings, hat will be kept until the end of the school year.

7. Class will not be dismissed until the room is straightened up and students are in their seats.

8. All other students will be treated with respect.  Horseplay, unnecessary distractions, and cussing will not be tolerated.

9. Classroom and class materials will need to be taken care of and any unnecessary damage to materials will result in a fee charged to replace materials.

10. If problems arise, they will be handled by after-school detention, parent conferences, and referrals.
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